A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE
Perhaps the most interesting of the treatises is that devoted to
King's Evil, the name applied to struma or scrofula, or in modern
language, " surgical" tuberculosis, chiefly affecting the lymph
glands of the neck. It was called King's Evil, as it was believed
to be curable by the " Royal Touch.53 In France this divine
attribute of kings dated back to Clovis the Frank (A.D. 496).
Louis XIV is said to have " touched " 2,500 persons, and the
practice continued in France until I775-1 The first English king
to treat the " evil " was Edward the Confessor, and as time went
on the cure was attended with great ceremony and was incor-
porated in the liturgy. Each patient received a gold coin, or
" touchpiece," and thus, as Wadd quaintly remarks in his Memo-
rabilia (1827), " some were cured of the king's evil, who never had
any other evil than that of poverty, which brought more patients
and more fame to those royal practitioners than they deserved.'5 2
The custom reached its zenith during the Stuart period, and
John Browne, whose work entitled Adenochoiradelogia, or Kings-
Evil-Swellings (1654), is the standard authority on the subject,
states that Charles II cc actually touched, on an average, 4,000
persons every year" (Plate XLIII). In 1660, the year of his restora-
tion, he touched 6,725 persons, and the grand total, from then to
the end of his reign, was 92,107. Even during his exile in Holland
he was so besieged by sufferers seeking relief that on one occasion
six persons were trampled to death. King William was sceptical
of the royal power, for he touched but few, saying, " God grant you
better health and more sense/5 but Queen Anne restored the
custom, though she was the last of the royal healers.3 One of the
patients touched by her was no less a person than Dr. Samuel
Johnson, he being then about two years old.
To return to Richard Wiseman, it is not surprising that he
chose to write on King's Evil, which his royal master claimed to
cure on so lavish a scale. Wiseman gave an excellent account of
scrofula, and that he believed in the miracle performed by the
king is evident from his statement, " I have myself been an eye
witness of hundreds of cures performed by His Majestie's Touch
alone, without any assistance of Ghirurgery," Nevertheless he
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